We refer to the pathology of Laryngismus Stridulus, as explained by the late Dr. Lee. In the present paper, by Dr. Bright, it is attempted to show that various affections of a spasmodic character may be brought on by the effects of inflammation of the pericardium. " All the cases will be found to agree in the great extent to which certain portions of the nervous system were involved, the irritation of whiqh might, in two of them at least, be looked upon as the cause of death, and in the third bore no Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. [April, small part in the exhaustion of the patient. There was some wandering of mind, and personal restraint became necessary.
He died about the sixteenth day after the commencement of the spasmodic disease. The body was examined on the following day : the heart, pericardium, and contiguous parts of the lungs were almost exclusively the seat of disease ; the heart was adhering to the free pericardium, by the most profuse effusion of firm semi-transparent gelatinous fibrine; this was particularly the case about the base of the heart; the edges of the lung which lay on the pericardium were slightly adherent to that membrane by inflammation; the brain and abdominal viscera were most carefully and minutely examined, and all found perfectly healthy.
The second case was that of a man who, after some imprudent exposure to cold, was seized with pains apparently of a rheumatic character. To these succeeded orthopncea, quick, irregular pulse, and difficulty in swallowing. The last symptom became very distressing, and was accompanied with much difficulty in opening the mouth; the patient could swallow only with a kind of convulsive catch; the heart was acting very rapidly and spasmodically; the tetanic symptoms rapidly increased, and the teeth became completely closed; the patient could not. swallow his saliva, and there were some slight indications of spasmodic action of the muscles of the back. In spite of all remedies, there was no relaxation of spasm ; but to this were added severe convulsive attacks, of an epileptic character. After suffering several of these, he died within twenty hours of the first appearance of dysphagia, on which the trismus and convulsions had rapidly followed. After death, the lungs were found to be somewhat gorged with blood, but crepitant throughout almost their whole substance. The "The more usual seat of paralysis from lead, which is apparent to observation, is well known to be in the nerves supplying the flexors and extensors of the wrists and arms, especially the extensors; and the plan adopted by Dr. Pemberton, of supplying splints on which to keep the hands and fingers extended, by which the continued extension of the extensor muscles is relieved, and their suspended power recovered, has often been tried with success, both alone and in combination with internal remedies.
It is upon the same principle that I have adopted a plan to restore the lost power of the nerves of vision. The action of light is the proper stimulus of the retina, and its continued action, whilst the nervous expansion is paralyzed, is precisely similar to the continued extension of the extensor muscles of the arm and hand; as in this latter case, relieving the muscles from their continued extension, by means of splints, has been found to restore their suspended power, so it was, by analogy, to be supposed, that by removing the stimulus of light altogether from the eye, the power of vision would probably be regained. With this view, a bandage was directed to be applied over the eyes, and constantly worn day and night, so as to preclude the possibility of any light acting upon the nerves of vision. The practice was followed in both cases with success. We see a precisely similar effect arising from the application of the same principle in an over-distended bladder. The over-distension takes away the power of contraction ; whilst, by emptying the viscus of its contents, or in some cases only by keeping it empty, the contractile power of the organ is restored." (pp. 82-4.) The application of this treatment, combined as already mentioned, was followed by success in two cases of amaurosis in lead-workers. Strychnine being now administered, the anterior extremities and the left posterior extremity, or that still in connexion with the spinal marrow, became affected with tetanus; but the right posterior extremity, or that severed from all nervous connexion with the spinal marrow, remained perfectly flaccid. 6th. Lastly, the difference in the degree of irritability, in the muscular fibre of the two limbs, was observed, when these were entirely separated from the rest of the animal. In a word, the muscles of the limb, paralyzed by its separation from both cerebrum and spinal marrow, had lost their irritability ; whilst those of the limb, separated from its connexion with the cerebrum only, but left in its connexion with the spinal marrow, not only retained their irritability, but probably possessed it in an augmented degree. The next question came to be?Do these phenomena obtain in the human frame? I visited a patient affected with hemiplegia, including paralysis of the face, and I passed a slight galvanic shock through two pieces of metal, of which one was placed over each cheek. The muscles of the paralytic side were most affected. I repeated the experiment with the same result. I now compared with these, two cases of injury of the facial nerve, passing the galvanic shock in the same manner, through the fibres of the orbicularis: it was now the muscle of the healthy side which was affected by the galvanism, the eyelid of that side being closed, whilst that of the paralytic side gaped as before. I next compared the effect of galvanism in two cases of complete paralysis of the arm, one hemiplegic, the other the result of dislocation of the shoulder. The muscles of the former were more, those of the latter less irritable than those of the healthy arm, respectively, as were also those of the arm of a patient affected with the paralysis induced by lead. Lastly, I compared the cases of paralysis of the lower extremities, one arising after pertussis, and therefore cerebral, the other, I think, from disease within the lumbar vertebrae; in the former there was augmented, in the latter diminished irritability. 
